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EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT PINR TO 

SUBJ: MERCENARY SAGA (CONTINUED) 

BEGIN SUMMARY: AT A MEETING ON AUGUST 30 PRESIDED OVER BY 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER, DIPLOMATIC CORPS WAS TREATED TO A 
TALE OF FURTHER MERCENARY PLOTTING AGAINST PRESIDENT EYADEMA 
BY A SOLDIER-OF-FORTUNE NAMED DAVID TOMPKINS. TOMPKINS 
SAID HE HAD BEEN SENT TO TOGO IN JANUARY 1.78 TO PREPARE A 
PLAN TO KILL THE PRESIDENT BY BLOWING UP HIS CAR. WHEN 
HE PERCEIVED THAT TOGO WAS NOT THE OPPRESSIVE DICTATORSHIP 
HE HAD BEEN LED TO BELIEVE, HE DECIDED TO INFORM THE 
TOGOLESE OF THE ON-GOING PLOTTING AGIST THEM. TOMPKINS 
ACCOUNT PINPOINTED GHANAIAN INVOLVEMENT IN A CONTINUING 
SERIES OF SO-FAR UNSUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS. ALTHOUGH 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER REQUESTED THAT THE CHIEFS OF 
MISSION PROTECT THE SECRECY OF THE MEETING, TOMPKINS 
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STORY CAN BE EXPECTED TO BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE IN DUE 
COURSE. BY EXPOSING THE GHANAIAN GOVERNMENT'S ALLEGED 
INVOLVEMENT, TOGOLESE MAY BE TRYING TO PRESSURE GHANA 
INTO CUTTING ITS TIES WITH ANTI-EYADEMA MERCENARY 
OPERATIONS. END SUMMARY 

1. CHARGE WAS SUMMONED ON SHORT NOTICE TO A MEETING OF 
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CHIEFS OF MISSION PRESIDED OVER BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
THE MORNING OF AUGUST 30. FOREIGN MINISTER AKAKPO-AHIANYO 
OPENED THE MEETING BY RECALLING THAT PRESIDENT EYADEMA 
HAD BEEN THE TARGET OF MERCENARY OPERATIONS IN SEPTEMBER 
AND OCTOBER OF 1977. TOGO NOW HAD INFORMATION TO INDICATE 
THESE OPERATIONS WERE STILL GOING ON. SOME OF THE 
MERCENARIES HAD VOLUNTEER TLY APPROACHED THE TOGOLESE 
GOVERNMENT WITH INFORMATION ON THE PLOTS AND HE WOULD 
TURN THE MEETING OVER TO THE MERCENARIES WHO WOULD TELL 
THEIR OWN STORY. HE SAID THE TOGOLESE DID NOT WISH THIS 
STORY TO BE PUBLISHED IN ANY FORM AND ASKED THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS NOT TO TALK TO REPORTERS. 

2. ALTHOUGH TWO MERCENARIES WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THE 
GATHERING, JOHN BANKS AND DAVID TOMPKINS, ONLY TOMPKINS 
SPOKE TO THE GROUP (THROUGH AN INTERPRETER. BOTH WERA 
IDENTIFIED AS BRITISH. ACCORDING TO TOMPKINS, THE OPERATION 
HAD ITS ORIGINS ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO WHEN MEMBERS OF THE 
OLYMPIO FAMILY (FORMER PRESIDENT OF TOGO ASSASSINATED IN 
1963) MADE CONTACT WITH COLONEL TOM FINAN, THEN SERVING 
AS AN INSTRUCTOR IN THE GHANAIAN ARMED FORCES. THE 
OLYMPIO FAMILY OFFERED TO FINANCE THE MOUNTING OF AN 
OPERATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF REMOVING EYADEMA AND OVER- 
THROWING THE GOVERNMENT. SHORTLY THEREAFTER FINAN WENT 
TO ENGLAND AND HIRED SEVERAL FORMER BRITISH MEMBERS OF 
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SPECIAL FROCES TO COME TO TOGO AND PREPARE A REPORT ON THE 
FEASIBILITY OF AMERCENARY-ORGANIZED COUP D'ETAT OPERATING 
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A SMALL NUMBER OF TOGOLESE. THE 
TEAM REPORTED THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO REMOVE EYADEMA, BUT 
WITHOUT AT LEAST PASSIVE ASSISTANCE OF THE TOGOLESE 
ARMY, IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO SEIZE CONTROL OF THE 
GOVERNMENT. THE FOLLOWING YEAR THE OLYMPIOS AGAIN 
CONTACTED FINAN TO SAY THEY HAD OBTAINED THE SUPPORT OF 
MEMBERS OF THE TOGOLESE ARMY AND ASSURED HIM THE TOGOLESE 
ARMY WOULD NOT INTERVENE TO SAVE THE GOVERNMENT. (THE 
INTERPRETER, WHO HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN PRESENT IN EARLIER 
INTERROGATIONS, OFTEN VARIED FROM TOMPKINS ENGLISH 
VERSION. AT THIS POINT THE INTERPRETER AVOIDED ALL 
MENTION OF MILITARY AUTHORITIES AND REPEATEDLY TRANU- 
LATED TOMPKINS REFERENCES AS "CADRES" OR "AUTHORITIES" 
GIVING THE IMPRESSION THAT ONLY CIVILIANS WERE INVOLVED.) 
FINAN THEN AGAIN WENT TO ENGLAND TO FORM A TEAM TO CARRY 
OUT THE ASSASSINATION OF EYADEMA. THE OLYMPIOS SUPPLIED 
THE ARMS AND PUT UP THE MONEY TO PROVIDE FOR AIR TRANS- 
FORATION. THE ARMS CAME IN ON A CONSTELLATION. (COMMENT: 

THE US REGISTERED CONSTELLATION N-273-R FIRST LANDED IN 
LOME ON NOVEMBER 16, 1976. IT WAS ABANDONED BY ITS CREW 
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AND LATER DESTROYED BY FIRE ON OCTOBER 21, 1977.) 

3. TOMPKINS SAID THAT AT LEAST THREE UNSUCCESSFUL 
OPERATIONS WERE MOUNTED AGAINST EYADEMA. SEVERAL OF 
THE MERCENARY TEAMS CAME TO TOGO VIA GHANA. IN EACH CASE 
THE OPERATIONS FAILED ONLY DUE TO "FREAKISH" CIRCUMSTANCES. 
AFTER THE FAILURE OF THE THIRD OPERATION IN OCTOBER 
1977, TOMPKINS WAS RECRUITED TO FORM A TEAM OF 13 MEMBERS 
TO TRY AGAIN. IT WAS NECESSARY TO FORM A NEW TEAM 
BECAUSE THE MERCENARIES BELIEVED THAT BECAUSE OF THE 
INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE TO 
THE TOGOLESE VIA AMERICAN AMBASSADOR PALMER TOGOLESE 
AUTHORITIES KNEW THE NAMES OF MANY PARTICIPANTS IN THE EARLIER 
OPERATIONS. 
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4. IN JANUARY 1978, TOMPKINS CAME TO TOGO VIA GHANA 
TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR ASUASSINATING EYADEMA BY PLACING 
EXPLOSIVES UNDER THE ROAD USED ALMOST DAILY BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO DRIVE FROM THE MILITARY CAMP TO THE PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE 
BUILDING. TOMPKINS RECONNAISSANCE CONVINCED HIM THAT 
THE SECURITY FORCES WOULD BE COMPLETELY UNABLE TO HANDLE 
SUCH AC ATTEMPT AND IT WAS ALMOST CERTAIN TO BE SUCCESSFUL 
IF EXECUTED. 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON 
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5. TOMPKINS THEN SAID THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO INFORM 

THE TOGOLESE OE THE LATEST PLANNED OPERATION AFTER HE 

VISITED TOGO BECAUSE HE FELT HE HAD BEEN MISINFORMED OF 

THE NATURE OE THE TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT. TOMPKINS AND 

HIS TEAM HAD BEEN TOLD BY EINAN THAT TOGO WAU BEING 

RULED BY AN OPPRESSIVE DICTATOR OF THE TYPE OF IDI AMIN 

DURING HIS RECONNAISSANCE VISIT IN JANUARY TOMPKINS HAD 

BREN ABLE TO SEE FOR HIMSELF THAT TOGO WAS A STABLE AND 

PEACEEUL COUNTRY AND THAT THE PEOPLE WERE FRIENDLY AND 

MAKING PROGRESS TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT. TOMPKINS WAS 

CONCERNED BY THE CONTRADICTION BETWEEN HIS OBSERVATIONS 

AND WHAT HE HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY TOLD, AND DECIDED HE 

COULD NOT GO THROUGH WITH THE OPERATION. SINCE HE FEARED FOR HIS 

LIFE ONCE HE TURNED INFORMANT, HE ASKED JOHN BANKS TO MAKE CONTACT 

WITH THE TOGOLESE AMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS AND TO EXPLAIN THAT THE 
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OPERATION WAS CONTINUING AND TURN OVER CERTAIN FILMS AND DOCU- 
MENTS WHICH TOMPKINS HAD IN HIS POSSESSION. TOMPKINS THEN 
SAID HE COULD GO INTO MANY DETAILS BUT THAT HE 
HAD TOLD THE ESSENCE OF WHAT HE KNEW AND WAS NOW PRE- 
PARED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE KIND 
OF DETAIL HE HAD SUPPLIED THE TOGOLESE AUTHORITIES, HE 
SAID THAT HE HAD LEARNED THAT IN OCTOBER 1977 THE REASON 
FOR THE FAILURE OF THE MERCENARY TEAM'S OPERATION 
WAS QUITE FORTUITOUS. THE MERCENARIES WERE BASED AT A 
LOCALITY CALLED VILCABAMBA. THE PLAN WAS TO ENTER TOGO 
IN CARS OVER BACKROADS NORMALLY USED BY SMUGGLERS. THE 
GHANAIANS HAD SUPPLIED MILITARY PERSONNEL TO SERVE AS 
DRIVERS (THE INTERPRETER INTERPRETED MILITARY PERSONNEL 
AS "SPECIAL SERVICE" PERSONNEL). NEAR THE BORDER THEY 
WERE IN THE PROCESS OF CHANGING FROM GHANIAN 
TO TOGOLESE CAR PLATES WHEN THEY WERE ARRESTED BY THE BORDER 
POLICE, WHO TOOK THEM TO BE SMUGGLERS. THE WHOLE GROUP 
WAS TAKEN TO GHANAIAN POLICE HEADQUARTERS. GHANAIAN 
MILITARY TRIED TO PREVENT THEIR GROUP'S ARREST, BUT 
CARRIED NO IDENTITY DOCUMENTS. THE BORDER POLICE, 

HOWEVER, ALLOWED THEM TO MAKE A PHONE CALL AND IN VERY 
SHORT ORDER THE POLICE RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO RELEASE 
EVERYBODY. THE POLICE WERE TOLD THAT THEY WERE 
SPECIALISTS IN ANTI-SMUGGLING OPERATIONS AND WERE USING 
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THE SMUGGLERS OWN METHODS TO CATCH THEM. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY THE NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR 
CONCERNING INVOLVEMENT OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES, TOMPKINS 
REPLIED THAT WELL-PLACED GHANAIAN MILITARY ELEMENTS HAD 
BEEN GIVING SUPPORT TO THE MERCENARY OPERATIONS. HE 

DID NOT KNOW IF THIS EXTENDED TO THE TOP OF THE 
GHANAIAN GOVERNMENT. (THE INTERPRETER DID NOT TRANSLATE 
THE LAST SENTENCE.) IN A SOMEWHAT FUZZY CLARIFICATION, 
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TOMPKINS SAID HE WAS TOLD THAT THE GHANAIAN ECONOMY WAS 
ALMOST BANKRUPT AND THAT SMUGGLING OVER THE BORDER 
WITH TOGO HAD BECOME AN EMBARRASMENT TO THE GHANAAIN 
GOVERNMENT, THUS THE GHANAIAN GOVERNMENT HAD REASON 
TO WANT TO GET RID OF EYADEMA AND MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH 
THE OLYMPIC FAMILY. HE WAS TOLD THAT THE OLYMPIC FAMILY 
HAD STRONG CONNECTIONS IN GHANA AND, SHARING A COMMON 
INTEREST, BOTH THE OLYMPICS AND THE GHANAIANS USED WACH 
OTHER. 

7. THE CHARGE ASKED FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE 
USE OF THE AMERICAN-REGISTERED CONSTELLATION IN THE 
OPERATION. TOMPKINS SAID HE HAD NO DETAILS BUT HAD 
HEARD FROM ANOTHER MERCENARY THAT THE PLANE HAD BEEN 
BOUGHT FOR $86,000. THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO ITS 
ABANDONMENT ARE TYPICAL OF THE ERRORS OF lUDGEMENT UNDER 
FINAN'S LEADERSHIP. THE TWO PILOTS HAD NOT BEEN AWARE 

OF THE NATURE OF THEIR CARGO UNTIL THE PLANE WAS UNLOADED 
IN LOME. FINAN THEN ASKED THEM TO IMMEDIATELY FLY OUT 
AS SOON AS THE CARGO WAS OFFLOADED. REALIZING THAT THEY 
HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN AN ILLEGAL OPERATION, HE PILOTS 
INSISTED THAT FINAN PAY THEM THE REST OF THE MONEY HE 
HAD PROMISED THEM OR THEY WOULD INFORM THE TOGOLESE 
AUTHORITIES OF WHAT THEY KNEW. ONCE FINAN PAID THEM 
OFF, THE PILOTS ABANDONED THE AIRPLANE AND LEFT FOR 
GHANA. THE PLANES USED IN LATER OPERATIONS WERE PILOTED 
BY PEOPLE WHO WERE KNOWING MEMBERS OF THE PLOT 
TO AVOID A REPETITION OF THE CONSTELLATION INCIDENT. 

8. AFTER THE MEETING, THE CHARGE ASKED MINISTER OFN 
INFORMATION JOHNSON, IF THE OLYMPIC FAMILY HAD THE 
FINANCIAL MEANS TO MOUNT A SERIES OF 

OPERATIONS AS DESCRIBED BY TOMPKINS. JOHNSON CATEGORICALLY 
SAID HE RELIEVED THEY DID AND THAT THERE WAS NO NEED TO 
SUSPECT ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF FINANCING WERE INVOLVED. 

THE CHARGE OVERHARD PRESIDENT EYADEMA'S SECURITY 
SECRET 
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ADVISOR, JOSEPH SERVANT, ASK MINISTER JOHNSON IF THEY 
WERE SURE THAT TOMPKINS HAD TOLD ALL HE KNEW AND 
SUGGEST THAT IT MIGHT BE A GOOD IDEA TO GIVE HIM THE 
THIRD DEGREE (CUISINER). JOHNSON SAID THAT TOMPKINS 
HAD COME VOLUNTARILY TO THE TOGOLESE AND HE WAS SURE 
THAT HE HAD TOLD ALL HE KNEW. THE GAPS AND OBSCURITIES 
IN HIS STORY WERE CAUSED BY THE COMPARTMENTED NATURE 
OF THE OPERATION. 

9. COMMENT: DESPITE THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S INJUNC- 
TIONS TO SECRECY, THE TOGOLESE MUST BE AWARE THAT 
TOMPKINS STORY WILL RECEIVE WIDE CURRENCY IN LOME AND 
EVENTUALLY BE PICKED UP BY THE PRESS. SINCE THE GOVERN- 
MENT IN GHANA HAS CHANGED SINCE THE EVIDENCES OF 
GHANAIAN COMPLICITY RELATED BY TOMPKINS, THE GOT MAY 
BE SEEKING, THROUGH THIS MEETING WITH THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS, TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE GOVERNMENT OF GHANAN 
TO CUT ANY CONTINUING TIES WITH FINAN'S MERCENARY 
OPERATIONS. IT WOULD APPEAR POSSIBLE THAT 

GHANA COULD SAVE FACE BY PLACING THE BLAME ON THE 
OUSTED ACHEAMPONG. 

10. THE EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT PRESIDENT EYADEMA 
PARTICIPATED DIRECTLY IN QUESTIONING OF TOMPKINS AND 
BANKS AND HAS REQUESTED THEIR ADVICE ON HOW TO IMPROVE 
HIS PERSONAL SECURITY. TMIS INFORMATION ON CONTINUING 
MERCENARY PLOTTING, VEN AFTER EXPOSURE OF THE OPERATION OF LAST 
OCTOXER, MUST BE DEEPLY DISTURBING TO THE EYADEMA GOVERNMENT. 
YOUNG 
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